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Also known as "The Witch Hammer," The Malleus Maleficarum was a handbook for hunting and
punishing witches-written by Inquisitors HEINRICH KRAMER (c. 1430-1505), an Alsatian
clergyman, and JAMES SPRENGER (c. 1436-1494), a Swiss monk-to assist the Inquisition and
Church in exterminating undesirables. Mostly a compilation of superstition and folklore, the book
was taken very seriously at the time it was written in the 15th century and became a kind of
spiritual law book used by judges to determine the guilt of the accused. While some of the
articles covered in "The Witch Hammer" are humorous to modern audiences, they were a matter
of life and death in the mid-1400's. Anyone interested in religion, the Inquisition, or the witch
hunts that ravaged Europe will find this 1928 translation, by MONTAGUE SUMMERS
(1880-1948), an unbelievable and enlightening read.

About the AuthorJoseph Telushkin is a rabbi, scholar, and bestselling author of eighteen books,
among them A Code of Jewish Ethics and Words That Hurt, Words That Heal. His book Jewish
Literacy is the widest-selling work on the topic of Judaism. He lives with his wife, Dvorah, in New
York City, and lectures regularly throughout the United States.
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Nabada, “Insightful as to how contemporary belied can become popular law. I wanted to
understand the mindset of the Inquisitors, as a matter of history. This manual was an official
reference document (sanctioned by the Pope no less) for the Inquisitors it deputized and
indemnified. The inquisitors had blanket authority to investigate and punish, including burning at
the stake, anyone who attracted their attention. The book is well organized and is filled with long-
winded circular logic not unlike the Monty Python skit about seeing if a witch would float. It would
be comical if it weren't based on reality. Even questioning whether witches were real could
subject one to accusations of heresy or worse, being a witch. Interesting read, not a front-to-
back read IMHO, but as a reference. It's amazing what can pass as law.”

K. Raudive, “Fascinating glimpse of Medieval logic. Please note: This particular version is
translated and annotated by Montague Summers. Summers was ABSOLUTELY NOT a Catholic
priest, despite some allegations otherwise. He was completely obsessed with the occult, was a
friend of Aleister Crowley, and belonged to a secret, subversive order himself. His 1928
translation of the Malleus is very sympathetic to the Inquisitors. YOU HAVE TO read his
contributions to this work through that lens and be careful what you believe!That being
said . . .The Malleus is highly recommended source material for anyone even remotely interested
in the Witchcraft scares and trials of the middle ages. Commissioned by the Pope himself to root
out heresy and witchcraft in Northern Germany in the 15th century, Kramer and Sprenger set out
to provide comprehensive proof of the existence of witches and advice on how to deal with
them. And no, the end result was not always a burning at the stake.Whatever you might think of
the conclusions reached, the book is full of delicately crafted logic based on Aristotle and
Church fathers, namely St. Augustine of Hippo. Many of the assumptions on which they base
their arguments are flawed and have since been proven false. And of course, few still advocate
death for the practice of the occult. Nevertheless, it is a brilliant peek into the scholarly mind of
the Middle Ages.”

Cameron Simmons, “Really interesting read. Hard to believe this isn't a work of fiction. The
things the church used to do to people is beyond disturbing”

Johnny Bluerose, “Very theological book. Great book if you know the subject matter”

Ebook Library Reader, “really cool! Bought it for the "cool" factor. Really, really cool! Bought it for
the "cool" factor, and it lived up to the hype. Now, most people probably won't get as much of a
kick out of reading something so horrendously out of date as this as I do, but if you do, then this
is worth picking up. Great insight into the mindset of these people- it's in a way like they're
religious lawyers, so they do a good job of defining their thoughts. Cool, cool book man. Cool
book.”



Avid Reader, “Educational read. Very informative, research oriented read. Good educational
book for what was going on at that time in history- good to read and understand the
reprecussions of. It's amazing how destructive humans are and horrible, how they can warp
things that were not meant to be used the way they are in the name of power. More importantly, if
you are going to read this book - know the history behind it's writing and the history behind how
it was used to take the lives of so many for so little.”

Silver Spirit, “An interesting book historically but a hard read as the .... An interesting book
historically but a hard read as the way of writing in those days was certainly not concise. Haven't
finished it yet (can only mange this sort of writing in small chunks) but when the wheat is
separated from the chaff it opens the window to the (then) current official thinking of the courts
and how to tackle witches and witchcraft. Some illustrations of the period would have helped
bring the subject to life more.”

jhwilts, “Fabulously quirky book. This is a wonderful book full of the background and history and
subsequent contradictory nature of the Church against witches. Well written albeit old fashioned
in its prose style, this is a quirky and enjoyable book not just for historians but those who
appreciate a good story about witches and people who are treated badly just for being a bit
different.”

Mr K M Johnson, “Very different world than now. Great Read would highly recommend and
fantastic price so buy!!”

Gisli Jokull Gislason, “Scary, but not easy to read. For Medieval Witch Hunting, this is the book
to read. Established in 1484 by a Bull (something like a decree) by the Catholic Pope Innocent
VIII, this would be the handbook for witch procecution. Originally in Latin this is the turn of the
1900 century translation into fairly old English.Heavy to read and almost impossible to do so in
one go, the book is seperated into 3 chapters. 1st part is Church Philosophy debating if witches
can exists in the face of God and why he allows them to be (the answer is of corse positive since
its authors are witch hunters), 2nd is about the powers of witches and how to counter them and
the 3rd is about how witches should be brought to justice. The second and third chapter are
more interesting than the first (unless you are into medieval Church Philosophy) and incredible
due to the fact that its authors truely believe what they write! It is in their belief that most of the
horror of the book is to be found. In the 2nd Chapter there are surprisingly detailed descriptions
of witch activities and I imagine this to be an interesting handbook for those interested in such
matters. Do not expect much about interrigation methods of what would become the Inqusition
but there is a pharagraph that states that all witches should be interogated at least twice, once
with torture and once without, for it is possible that persons interrogated under torture will admit
to things they are innocent of. I also feel it helps the translation that the translator also believes



the text to hold much truth as is made clear by the foreword. Lastly as a point of scary
coinsidence. I live abroad and must pay custums and VAT (yes of books too) on arrival of the
package and I ordered this book by itself and had to pay a total of...yes, you guessed it...*666
kronas*. I glued the invoice to the inside cover of the book.”

The book by M. J. Evans Ph.D. has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 472 people have provided feedback.
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